TOWNSHIP OF VERONA
COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION No. 2022-207

A motion was made by Councilman Tamburro; seconded by Councilman McEvoy that
the following resolution be adopted:

IN SUPPORT OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH A GRANT
PROGRAM TO FUND STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
EFFORTS TO COMBAT AUTO THEFTS

WHEREAS, nearly 500,000 vehicles worth an estimated $4.5 billion were stolen
nationwide in the first half of 2022, representing a 25% increase in thefts compared to the first half
of 2019; and

WHEREAS, the numbers here in New Jersey have increased faster than the national
average, with auto thefts in the state on pace to rise by over 30% from 2020 to 2022; and

WHEREAS, car thieves and their organizations have become more emboldened and
dangerous, including burglarizing homes, carrying firearms and using stolen vehicles in the
commission of violent crimes; and

WHEREAS, proposed legislation, the bipartisan Auto Theft Prevention Act, introduced
by Representatives Mikie Sherrill and Don Bacon, would provide a dedicated source of funding
for state and local law enforcement agencies for resources to combat auto thefts under the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Community Oriented Policing Services; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Justice will be permitted to award funds for equipment
such as automated license plate readers, hiring additional law enforcement officers and support
staff, additional compensation, resources for joint task forces, data collection, and research
activities; and

WHEREAS, these are resources that have been identified by local police departments,
sheriffs, prosecutors and the Office of the Attorney General of New Jersey as necessary to
addressing the rise in auto thefts.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of
Verona in the County of Essex, State of New Jersey, that it strongly supports legislation in regards
to funding to address the auto theft epidemic in New Jersey and protect the welfare of our
community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to
Representative Mikie Sherrill and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

ROLL CALL:
AYES: Holland, Tamburro, McEvoy, McGrath, Roman
NAYS:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND EXACT COPY OF A
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
VERONA AT THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 19, 2022.
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JENNIFER KIERNAN

MUNICIPAL CLERK




